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even occasionally since the war, to urge that serious and responsible
thought be devoted over the next two years to ensuring that -when
expenditure on rearmament is reduced the result will be, not a cruel
return of mass unemployment, but an expansion of economic develop-
ment and a raising of living standards/ And India proposed at the
General Assembly in 1951 the creation of an international fund for the
development of economically backward nations, to be financed out of
savings from any reduction of armaments that may become possible.

So far, even the 'backward' nations, which have most to gain, have
been reluctant to go further and demand that the 'advanced* nations,
particularly the United States, enforce Article 55 of the Charter in
order to make peace and economic development possible. The reasons
for their reluctance to raise the issue more categorically in the United
Nations are that they do not want to antagonize America and Britain,
nor to provoke controversies which would add weight to statements of
the Communist nations that to their centrally planned economies, and
to them alone today, disarmament and peace entail no risks but only
opportunities. Moreover, every under-developed country has powerful
vested interests as strongly opposed as business is in the United States
and elsewhere even to the minimum of governmental planning,
economic controls and 'welfare state' reforms implicit in the Charter
aims of the United Nations.

But events in the 'backward* two-thirds of the globe are marching
fast. While China shows what can be done for economic development
even under conditions of actual war, most other under-developed
nations feel more and more the paralyzing impact of the planlessly
drifting economies of the war-geared Western powers upon which they
depend, and see less and less hope of solving their formidable problems
within that community while there is time to stave off the revolutionary
forces in their midst.

Some of them at least, like India, may therefore still try to make the
United Nations live up to its promise of world-wide peace and progress
through economic reform.

The governments of Britain, France and other Western nations are
in a quandary over the problem of laying a floor under the economic
risks and difficulties of peace. They fear the 'post-rearmament*
depression dangers that threaten the Western world and its depen-
dencies from the United States. They would welcome any means of
taming the ever blundering American giant, of obliging him to put his
house in order, to determine his armament policies free from the need
for economic 'pump priming*, and to co-operate with them in a more